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I thought our Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 24 went really
well. I hope you were there to enjoy the fellowship, speakers, and food.
Kip and Nancy Robinson shared with us glimpses of Sierra Leone where
they formerly served as missionaries. Reading their biographies, I was
amazed at the experiences they have had in mission. Their biographies
were included in the packet given to each unit. Included in each packet
was a program book, award certificates, and an Officer and Membership
Report. Please share this information with your members, and please
send in the Officer and Membership Report by December 31. We need
the information for the directories for 2017, and membership numbers
need to be sent to New York and to our Conference. I especially want to
thank Hedy Thomas for organizing the Annual Meeting and lunch. The
pastor and UMW of Farmville United Methodist Church assisted in various ways and made us feel welcome. I think a great time was had by all
attendees.

The 44th Conference UMW Annual Meeting will be held on October 28
and 29 at Good Shepherd UMC in Richmond. Mary Fulton and I will be
FOR YOUR CALENDAR
attending the Executive Board meeting starting at noon on October 28.
Oct. 29-30, VA Conference
UMW Annual Meeting @ Good The Annual Meeting starts at 7 pm with a concert by a Praise Band from
the Philippines. The next day there will be training for District Officers
Shepherd UMC, Henrico, VA
and mission opportunities for those not in training. After lunch, we will
Jan. 14, 2017, Day Apart and
hear from Lisa Nichols, Deaconess, who serves as executive director of
Training
Henry Fork Service Center in Rocky Mount. Then the business meeting
will be held, followed by worship and Holy Communion. I have some ex“Do all the good you can,
tra ½ UMW Expense Forms intended for the District Officers. I can share
by all the means you can, in them with members of our District who are interested in attending the
all the ways you can, at all
meeting. If you are planning to attend, please contact me first to see if I
the times you can, to all the still have some of these forms. I hope to see many of you in Richmond.

people you can, as long as
ever you can.”
John Wesley

As District President, this is my last article for the Linkette. I have enjoyed being your president and getting to know so many women who are
(Continued on Page Two)
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putting faith, hope, and love in
action as you serve Christ. During
these four years, I have visited 21
of our 53 units that means I have
visited 40% of our units. As I
have traveled, I have learned that
you are amazing servants involved in so many projects. Local
officers please share the Linkette,
directory, and other information
with your members. I have found
the Response, Conference website- Virginia United Methodist
Women, and the website – United Methodist Women very helpful. I will still be a part of the District Leadership Team as Immediate Past President and a member
of the Nominating Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to
serve as your District President.

Betsy Hanmer
District President

DISTRICT VICE PRESIDENT
Hello Ladies,
What a great time we had at our
44th Annual Farmville meeting!!
Looking out and seeing all you
beautiful ladies in the sanctuary
of Farmville United Methodist
Church, that was a “JOY.” The
special speakers, Kip and Reverend Nancy Robinson were wonderful to listen to. Let’s not forget our musical entertainer, the
Reverend Randy Williams of the
South Brunswick Charge. I wish I
had the words for the Methodist
Blues song. How fun that was. A
big thank you goes out to all who
made the service a success.
Now, ladies, comes the time to

let go. Serving you as your Vice
President for five years was my
pleasure. I hope you will give the
new incoming Vice President,
Becky Thompson, the support
you have shown me, and I thank
you.
Mark your calendar!
October 28-29th - Conference
UMW Annual Meeting, Good
Shepherd UMC, Henrico, VA.
January 14th—Day Apart and
Training.
Farewell, Adieu, Auf Wiedersehen, Good Bye and may God bless
you all.
Hedy Thomas, VP
…………………………………………..

DISTRICT TREASURER
Dear Friends,
I hope everyone is having a wonderful fall and survived our very
hot August and September. The
recent rain from Hurricane
Matthew has been a bit much
but it will refill our water levels
for our future use. I want to
thank all the treasurers for cooperating and sending in their 3rd
quarter payments by September
5 so I could complete my certificates and paperwork prior to our
District Annual meeting and send
in my report to the Conference
Treasurer in a timely fashion.
Annual meetings demand a lot of
work from all of us.
Our officers that planned the District meeting did a wonderful job
as usual this year. I have heard
many compliments about the
meeting. You may want to share
your comments with our District

President and Vice President. I
am sorry that I had to miss the
meeting, but I have been told it
was wonderful.
We had a great showing of remembrance and generosity this
District meeting with our Candle
Burning. This year our total offering was $5,748.00. We also had
18 rainbow givers this year. This
was an increase of 5 and our highest number of Rainbow Givers so
far. I hope more members decide
to become Rainbow Givers next
year. Other receipts for District
Day included $1,161.00 offering.
A list of the 5 and 6 Star units and
a list of the Rainbow Givers is in
this newsletter. If the name of
your Unit appears and you did not
get a certificate, please contact
me as I had some printer problems while making the certificates.
We are well on our way to
meeting our pledge for this year
and with our commitment we can
do it again. Most of the units will
be taking our World Thank Offering in the fall. Try to remember
what you have and what others
do not have when you plan your
giving for this offering. I use a
World Thank Offering box, which
you can get from Mission Resources and helps keep me on
track for giving all year. Please
remember that all money should
be turned in by the first Friday in
December in order for me to
close out our books in a timely
fashion.
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I hope all of you have wonderful holidays and a nice time as you celebrate
our country and our Lord with your
families.
Mary Fulton
……………………………………..

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Upon visiting the Aldersgate Chapel
in 2001, where John Wesley felt his
heart strangely warmed in 1738, our
guide told of a recent experience a
tourist had there.
The man walked slowly down the
aisle, read the plaque over the pew
where Wesley had sat, then fell on
his knees praying, “Do it again, Lord.
Do it again.”

As I listened to our outstanding reports at our recent UMW District
Annual Meeting, I was grateful for
our many achievements and our
dedicated leaders, some who had
served for many years. I thanked
God for our missionaries, Kip and
Nancy Robinson and their years of
service in Sierra Leone. Throughout
all our wonderful program I found
myself echoing the tourist at Aldersgate “Do it again, Lord. Do it
again.” My heart was warmed
Let’s pray every day for our new
leaders, our ongoing programs, and
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Set a
goal of one new member in each
unit. Relying on his own strength,
John Wesley found little joy in his
accomplishments.
At Aldersgate,
however, he met God, and his heart
was strangely warmed.
For all of us, we can do it again too!
Blessings to all,
Jane S. Smith

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION
Congratulations to the units submitting Living Into Our Purpose
forms. The purpose of this form is
to help local organizations be more
intentional about carrying out the
purpose of United Methodist Women. Thirty of our fifty-three units
reported. That is 57% of our units.
Irene Chapman compiled the information sent to her, and she designed the beautiful certificates.
The district appreciates Irene’s year
of service as Education and Interpretation coordinator. Our prayers
and thoughts are with her as she
deals with health issues.
Betsy Hanmer for
Irene Chapman
…………………………………………
PROGRAM RESOURCES
I hope everyone had a good summer and is ready for God to do his
art work on all our trees. It was so
good seeing so many of you at our
annual meeting and enjoyed the
program and lunch. As I said in my
report, books this year can be ordered through mission resource at
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
store or through Amazon. If you
order through Amazon the UMW
will not receive anything as we
thought we would but, the books
are cheaper. A total of 678 books
were read this past year. The Rev.
Patricia Neilsen read the most
books at 45.
If you found any extra book certificates in your packet please contact
me at 434-636-5906 there were
some missing from a packet that I
want to replace.
Blessing to all
peggy Sickles

MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH
Hello to all United Methodist Women.
I’d like to thank the UMW of
Farmville for having us at their beautiful church September 24 for the
Annual Meeting. I was pleased to
see such a good turn out.
I was disappointed that I didn't get a
Deceased Members Report from all
units. I did get 31 reports out of 53
active units and I hope I got a response from all units that lost a
member
Members present from each unit
that lost a member or members
stood as the names were read.
Our guest speakers, Kip and Nancy
Robinson were wonderful. They
gave us some insight as to what is
going on in Sierra Leone. I am looking forward to all the great things
our district UMW will accomplish in
the coming year.

Cecile Ford
SOCIAL ACTION
Thank you, United Methodist Women, for your support while I was
serving as Social Action Coordinator
for our District. With your help and
enthusiasm, we have raised money
for those less fortunate, given of our
time and talents, read books on social action, supported local and
world missions and made new
friends.
I enjoyed visiting with your local
UMW units and thank you for your
ideas. Hopefully, we made members
aware of poverty, racism and human
trafficking of our women, children
and youth and will continue to advocate on their behalf.

This position will be served by
Ann Thomas of Amelia who will
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now be a member of the District’s Executive Committee. I’m
sure they will announce the 2017
priorities after their first meeting
in the New Year.
Meanwhile, help her and the Executive Committee with your suggestions for 2017 and support
their leadership. I have really enjoyed getting to know so many on
the Farmville District and look
forward to supporting our new
leaders for next year. God Bless!

Kathleen Mitchell
CAMPBELL’S LABELS FOR
EDUCATION
Ladies, please be advised
that UMW is no longer
collecting the Campbell’s
“Labels for Education.”
Campbell’s has discontinued the program and the
labels can no longer be
redeemed. Thank you.

VUMAC TO BE SOLD, NOT
RENTED
Following a unanimous vote by the
Assembly Center Board, a contract
of sale has been entered into with
The Gables of Blackstone, LLC. The
sale of the Assembly Center is
scheduled to close on or before December 15, 2016. The property
will be converted into a hotel. There are many details to be accomplished and more information will be available as the closing date
gets closer.
Reports are that the buyer, in various phases, will make millions of
dollars’ worth of upgrades to the building, and that the project will
represent the largest investment at VUMAC since major renovations
in 1977. The sale also will place the property on the Town of Blackstone and Nottoway County tax rolls, which will require payment of
property taxes.
VUMAC, which includes the old college and 1915 Gables building,
sits on 40 acres and is assessed for taxation at $7,503,934, according
to tax records at the Nottoway Commissioner of Revenue. The rumored sales price is between $3 and $4 million.
VUMAC owns another 42 acres across 4th Street and an additional
three acres behind Peele Manor Apartments behind the facility. The
126-room facility can sleep 400 and also has a 440-seat auditorium,
large dining hall, heated pool and gymnasium.
The Conference United Methodist Men and the Boy Scouts will have
their annual retreat the first weekend of November at VUMAC.
I will certainly keep you posted as information is forthcoming.
Sue Mayo

VUMAC Representative

THE FOLLOWING LOCAL UNITS AND INDIVIDUALS WERE RECOGNIZED
AT THE FARMVILLE DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETING SEPTEMBER 24, 2016
LIVING INTO OUR PURPOSE
AWARDS
LEVEL I
South Hill
LEVEL II (SILVER)
Bethel-Dillwyn
Crenshaw
Evergreen

Mt. Harmony
New Hope
Level III (GOLD)
Antioch-Cumberland
Antioch – Lunenburg
Charlotte Court House
Cherry Hill
Clover

Farmville
Halifax
Jamieson Memorial
Keysville,
Kingswood
LaCrosse
Main Street
Mt. Laurel
Mt. Pleasant
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Olive Branch-South Brunswick
Payne Memorial
Prospect-Ebony
Providence
Rehoboth
Rocky Mount
Salem—Dillwyn
Scottsburg
Shady Grove
Shiloh

5-Star Units
Clover
Grace
LaCrosse
Mt. Carmel
Mt. Harmony
New Hope

6 Star Units
Antioch -Cumberland
Antioch- Lunenburg
Bethel -Dillwyn
Cedar Grove
Charlotte Court House
Cherry Hill
Crenshaw
Crewe
Evergreen
Farmville
Fields
Jamieson Memorial
Kenbridge
Keysville
Lawrenceville
Main Street

Mt. Laurel
Mt. Pleasant
Olive Branch/S Brunswick
Payne Memorial
Prospect/Ebony
Providence
Rehoboth
Rocky Mount
Salem/Dillwyn
Shady Grove

Salem/N. Amelia
Scottsburg
Shiloh

READING PROGRAM
Rev. Patricia Neilson was recognized for reading the most books
at 45.

RAINBOW GIVERS
Jerri Burgess—Olive Branch, South Brunswick
Jean Chenault—Rocky Mount
Thelma Crowder (2 pins) Main Street
Beverly Cyrus—Evergreen
Lucinda S. Davis—Farmville
Johnna Fross—Olive Branch, South Brunswick
Mary Fulton—Jamieson Memorial
Betsy Hanmer—Keysville
Zanie H. Jamerson—Salem Dillwyn
Alice Johnson—Olive Branch, South Brunswick
Shirley A. Martin—Payne Memorial
Sue Mayo—Crenshaw
Kathleen Mitchell—Charlotte Court House
Rev. Patricia Neilson—Cherry Hill
Geraldine Sanderson—Payne Memorial
Sue Snead—Scottsburg
Carolyn Wallace—Keysville

DECEASED MEMBERS MEMORIALIZED
Nadene Flood - Bethel/Dillwyn
Sarah Guill - Crenshaw
Virginia F. Hancock - Evergreen
Uva Conner - Farmville
Anita Hooker Ragland - Glenmore
Kitty Hawkins - Halifax
Marty Blick and Loretta Smith - Lawrenceville
Kay Pollard - Mt. Carmel
Naomi Hammond - Prospect-Ebony
Ann Lewis - Salem

6

Jamieson United Methodist Women Present
Clarksville’s own Jane Lyon leading an interactive workshop for
women exploring the value of “darkness” in our lives.
“I have learned things in the dark that I could never have learned
in the light, things that have saved my life over and over again, so
that there is really only one logical conclusion. I need darkness as
much as I need light.” Barbara Brown Taylor
Music by Lori Puryear

- Refreshments will be served

Saturday, November 5, 2016, 10:00 AM—12:00 Noon
Jamieson Memorial United Methodist Church
219 Fifth St., Clarksville, VA
………………………………………………………..
CEDAR GROVE UMW QUILTS FOR FUN AND MISSIONS
When Carol Crawley, Secretary of the Cedar Grove UMW, retired from the school system (administrative)
three years ago, she knew she wanted to quilt so she joined an American Legion group that made quilts and
throws for soldiers in military hospitals overseas. Members of her UMW unit saw some of the things she
had in progress, and decided that they wanted to do this as a mission project for the sick, shut-ins, and cancer patients in their church and community. Some of the ladies wanted to be involved but couldn’t sew,
but Carol found a job for everyone. They have “rippers, pressers, designers, cutters, and hemmers.” Only
two of the members actually sew. Everyone attending does something. There are eight regular members
plus three other ladies in the community who heard what they are doing, joined the group. They meet
every Wednesday from 10:00 AM to 2:30 PM, stopping only for a preplanned lunch.
After the first year of giving out a dozen or more quilts to the sick, Carol allowed each member to take a
quilt feeling that would help keep the momentum up. Quilts were numbered and each person drew a number getting the quilt that matched their number. That obviously kept the momentum up as they have now
given more than 30
quilts away and are still
going strong. Their current project is making
quilts for Social Services
to hand out to children
when they are removed
from their home with
no time to take anything with them—a
comfort quilt!
Fabric comes from yard
sales, estate sales, and
friends just cleaning out
their closets.
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FARMVILLE DISTRICT UMW OFFICERS FOR 2017
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PRESIDENT
Mary Fulton
6321 Phillis Road
Boydton, VA 23917
434-738-6841
mfulton6321@outlook.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Becky Thompson
32 Lewis Road
Farmville, VA 23901
434-390-2178
thmpsnrbcc@yahoo.com

SECRETARTY
Marilyn Johnson
449 Nelson Lane
Charlotte C.H., VA 23923
434-223-8250
johnma7@live.com

TREASURER
TBA

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Jane Smith
893 School Road
Farmville, VA 23901
434-391-8661

SOCIAL ACTION
Ann Thomas
13300 Clementown Rd.
Amelia Court House, VA 23002
804-561-5337
m.a.thomas@d.s.net

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION
Laura Jane Rash
119 W. Pine St.
LaCrosse, VA 23950
434-757-7358
jlrrash@embarqmail.com

MEMBERSHIP, NURTURE & OUTREACH
Cecile Ford
3203 Cherry Hill Rd.
South Boston, VA 24592
434-572-6405
cecileosf@hotmail.com

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES
Peggy Sickles
725 Tanglewood Drive
Bracey, VA 23919
434-636-5906
sicklesbracey@bit.coop

COMMUNICATIONS
Alice Johnson
204 Clearview Dr.
Valentines, VA 23887
434-577-9596
alijohns4@aol.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Faye Asal
273 Asal Rd.
Farmville, VA 23901
434-392-6213

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Betsy Hanmer
PO Box 206
Keysville, VA 23947
434-736-9241
bhanmer@verizon.net

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Betsey Davis
PO Box 100
Jetersville, VA 23083
804-307-0369
betseydavis@me.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Linda Garrison
129 Green Pasture Lane
LaCrosse, VA 23950
434-636-3995
lawgarrison@hotmail.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Sherry Guerrant
PO Box 1543
Clarksville, VA 23927
434-374-0332 (h)
434-3740543 (W)
sherrylg37@yahoo.com

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Ruby Lee Anderson
100 Hume Stone Road
Alberta, VA 23821
434-949-7979
rubyleea@aol.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Betsy Hanmer
PO Box 206
Keysville, VA 23947
434-736-9241
bhanmer@verizon.net
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Alice Johnson
204 Clearview Dr.
Valentines, VA 23887

